
 

 

 

 

H.R. 5: The Student Success Act 
 
The bill weakens standards. 

• Walks away from the requirement that standards must prepare students to be 
“college-ready and career-ready.” 

• Does not include critical programs to help states adopt new standards and make 

them meaningful in every classroom and to every teacher.  
 

The bill does nothing to address the pervasive overtesting in America’s schools.  
• Continues NCLB-era requirements on the quantity of assessments in reading, math 

and science. 

 
Despite the Republicans’ rhetoric about the federal government not being 

involved in local decisions, their bill mandates a flawed system of teacher 
evaluations and prescribes the terms of these evaluations.  

• Requires teacher evaluation systems, and requires that student achievement data 

be used in such evaluations as a significant factor. 
• Requires that such evaluations inform personnel decision. 

• Provides no protections for local collective bargaining rights. 
• Undercuts support for the development and implementation of teacher evaluation 

systems that are designed to support the continuous improvement of teaching and 

learning. 
• Does not provide for meaningful involvement from local educators and other 

stakeholders in the development of new teacher evaluation systems. 
 

The bill allows states and districts to redirect funds that are clearly intended to 
assist specific populations of students away from those students, either to other 
children or for other general purposes. This undermines our responsibilities to 

ensure all children have access to a high-quality education. 
• Fails to ensure students will be served equitably. School districts will not be 

expected to intervene when inequities in services and performance persist.  
• Dilutes assistance for disadvantaged students by block-granting Title I funding and 

consolidating critical services for English language learners, migrant students, 

Indian students, and neglected and delinquent students.  
• Shifts teacher training funds away from the schools with the highest poverty.  

 
The bill undermines accountability for federal and state governments to 
adequately fund education.  

• Removes Maintenance of Effort requirements that ensure states and districts 
maintain their share of funding in order to receive federal funds, despite the 

generous flexibility provided in current law and the fact that no state has ever 
applied for relief from Maintenance of Effort under NCLB.  

• Block-grants a large number of programs, which reduces accountability for the 

quality of services these programs provide and how program funds are spent. 



 

 

• Through its funding cap, underfunds public education by authorizing historically low 
program levels, in line with Republican budget priorities and irresponsible spending 

cuts, including sequestration.  
 

The bill eliminates critical supports to provide a balanced education.  
• Eliminates wraparound supports that are critical to support student learning.  
• Eliminates requirements to ensure high-quality professional development for 

teachers.  
• Creates an arbitrary cap on teacher quality funds for class-size reduction, 

regardless of school need and despite research showing the importance of small 
class size in the early grades. This limitation could lead to a reduction of services to 
disadvantaged students. 

 
 


